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NECROLOGY. 



Rev. John Johnson, D. D., LL. D., a member and a 
curator of the South Carolina Historical Society, died 
at his residence 21 New Street, Charleston, shortly after 
11 o'clock Sunday night, April 7, 1907, in the 78th year 
of his age. 

Dr. Johnson had been very ill for some time prior 
to his death, his health having been broken more than a 
year ago. For a week or more he had been at the 
point of death, and, while he had rallied several times, 
little hope of his ultimate recovery from his sickness was 
entertained, and in the afternoon before his death, when 
the congregation had assembled at St. Philip's Church 
for the afternoon service, the rector, the Rev. S. Cary 
Beckwith, notified the congregation by telephone that 
there would be no service, as he was at the bedside of 
Dr. Johnson, who was dying. 

For thirty-four years Dr. Johnson was rector of St. 
Philip's Church, where he had been baptized, confirmed 
and ordained. About a year before his death, on ac- 
count of his failing health, it became impossible for him 
to discharge the arduous duties devolving upon him and 
he was made rector emeritus, the Rev. S. Cary Beck- 
with being made rector. Dr. Johnson did not cease to 
take an interest in the affairs of the congregation when 
he became rector emeritus, but did all in his power to assist 
in ministering to the parishioners. For many years he 
had been president of the standing committee of the di- 
ocese, and had attended a meeting of this committee, 
over which he presided, in Columbia, S. C, on March 
15, 1907. 
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Dr. Johnson's father was Joseph Johnson, M. D., the 
author of Traditions and Reminicences of the Revolution 
(Charleston 1851); his grandfather was Willian Johnson, 
one of the Revolutionary patriots of "Liberty Tree" fame 
and an exile to St. Augustine, and Justice William John- 
son, of the United States Supreme Court and author of 
a biography of Gen. Nathanael Greene, was his uncle. 
Dr. Johnson was also a cousin of the late Gen. Edward 
McCrady, the distinguished historian, who was a great- 
grandson of William Johnson, the Revolutionary pa- 
triot. 

Dr. Johnson was the youngest of his father's sons 
and was born in Charleston, December 25, 1829. He re- 
ceived an academic education at the school of Mr. 
Christopher Coats, and then engaged in professional 
and active life as a civil engineer. During ten years of 
such occupation he was employed in the surveys and 
construction of railroads, water-works, etc., preparing 
and publishing under the patronage of the State a large 
map of South Carolina, considered to be the best of the 
time (1853) and for many years thereafter. A fond- 
ness for letters and study determined him to spend the 
sessions of 1858-1860 at the University of Virginia. 
There he won the honors of a gold medal for the best 
contribution to the University magazine, and also the 
valedictory of the Jefferson Society. He decided later 
to enter the ministry of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church and began such preparation, and was a student 
at Camden, S. C, under the direction of Bishop Thomas 
F. Davis when the war broke out. He joined the Con- 
federate army and passed through the grades of lieu- 
tenant, captain and major of engineers, while perform- 
ing active service at Savannah, Wilmington and 
Charleston. He was twice wounded at Fort Sumter, 
where he did duty as engineer in charge during fifteen 



180 SO. CA. HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL MAGAZINE. 

months of its severest bombardment. Gen. Beauregard 
has said that to Major Johnson was due the masterly- 
defence of Fort Sumter. He took part later in the 
battles of Averysboro and Bentonville, N. C, and was 
paroled as senior officer of engineers at the surrender 
of Gen. Joseph E. Johnston's army at Greensboro, N. C. 
In January, 1866, he was ordained to the ministry and 
assumed charge of Grace Church, Camden. In 1871 he 
returned to Charleston to become assistant minister of 
St. Philip's, Bishop Howe being the rector. He was 
made rector the year following. He was repeatedly 
elected to the General Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States. In July, 1890, 
he published a work of great historical and technical im- 
portance: The Defence of Charleston Harbor, Inclu- 
ding Fort Sumter and Adjacent Islands. This book re- 
ceived high commendation from the best literary and 
military critics, and has passed through two editions. 

In the summer of 1891 the degree of doctor of divin- 
ity was conferred on him by the trustees of the Univer- 
sity of the South at Sewanee, Tenn., and a few years 
later the College of Charleston conferred upon him the 
degree of LL. D. 

Dr. Johnson married, December 20, 1865, Floride Can- 
tey, of Camden, who, together with the following chil- 
dren, survives him: Mrs. Stanhope Sams, of Columbia; 
Mrs. J. C. Bissell, of Charleston, Mrs. I. G. Ball, of 
Charleston; Rev. J. W. C. Johnson, of Birmingham, Ala.; 
Robert P. Johnson, student of divinity at the Univer- 
sity of the South, Sewanee; Joseph Johnson, of Jackson, 
Miss.; Henry M. Johnson, of Savannah Ga., and Francis 
B. Johnson, M. D. 



